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We have had a great year in DT. I wanted to raise the profile of Textiles and I believe I have as now, Sept 2019 (a new
Academic year) and Textiles has been timetabled in as a brand new element on pupils timetables! This has never been
the case before at Hazlegrove and is such huge and positive progress! I have asked pupils what they think of Textiles
now and all their feedback has been excited and enthusiastic, including boys who now see the relevance and enjoy this
area of DT.

The award allowed me to invest in resources for a whole new project focussing on Ugly-dolls. I purchased a book called
Make It Mighty Ugly: Exercises & Advice for Getting Creative Even When It Ain't Pretty by Kim P. Werker and this was
fantastic for allowing me and the pupils to see that there is beauty in the mistakes and the imperfect! This inspired the
Ugly Dolls project, along with the new movie release called Ugly Dolls (which I bought as a reward for the pupils for
doing so well in the project and embracing Textiles wholeheartedly) and the children set about designing and making
their own ‘Ugly-Dolls’.
We were able to purchase items we would not have been able to without the award, such as recordable sound modules so the children could record their own messages and put them inside their creations. This was such a motivating
feature and the children, particularly boys, had such fantastic fun recording the sound/voice that their doll would
make when squeezed/hugged. I was also able to invest in some conductive thread and components such as sew-able
LEDS, which some of the children managed to use as eyes on their Ugly dolls.

We also had a STEM festival in March 2019, during which the school had a collapsed timetable and the children took
part in all things related to STEM - a huge element of which was a Fashion show. Children embraced this and were able
to showcase the importance of moving away from the ‘throw-away’ fashion industry we have. Charity shops items
were purchased/brought in items that the children then ‘upcycled’ to show how so much of what we throw away can
be reused/repurposed/restyled and shouldn’t be discarded. I also purchased a tailors dummy, which we hadn't had
before and allowed children to dress and adapt garments on for the show. Parents were invited to the show and Art did
a whole light and music show and it was a fantastic evening. To get parents on-board with the importance of Textiles is a
huge win for me as they are influential in our setting. We were also able to hire an Artist to come in called SARAFINA
who helped out with the Fashion show and putting the outfits together. She came in for a full day to with the children
which was wonderful and so beneficial for them to work with her creativity and flair. It also helped to give a
professional finish to the show which was a great selling point when parents came to watch.

I also took the time to ask the children ‘What is it that is least enjoyable about doing Textiles?’ and so many of them said that
the stumbling block is not being able to thread a needle and/or sewing machine. This sounds so basic but was what a vast
majority said, so we invested in a class set of needle threaders! And the most fun machine the children have ever used; The
Embellisher. Oh my goodness – the children absolutely ADORE that they can join pieces of fabric and create applique and
decoration/texture on a ‘sewing’ machine without having to do any of the threading!!!! This machine has been a wonderful
addition to the department and a bit of a learning curve as we have also had to purchase several new needles as they
snapped as we were learning – but it has been terrific.

Here are a couple of items made by
pupils who previously would not have
engaged with Textiles as they thought
it was too ‘hard’ and too ‘girlie’. Being
able to purchase materials such as
comic themed and camo was a real
turning point for so many boys. They
also loved the iron-on transfer paper
that they used on reusable bags. Use
of smart materials such as Thermochromic paints and phosphorescent
paint inspired awe and wonder into
the children that would not have been
enthused before!

Lastly, the quilt which we had been working on, we were able to finish with embroidery on every panel with memories of
Hazlegrove, and keep trying the Hazlegrove Houise main piece of embroidery with different colours and on different
stitch settings until it was perfected. Then we quilted it and sent to the Twisted Thread Quilt Festival competition, which
we came 3rd in.

