The Textile Study Group
The Textile Study Group is made up of highly qualified
textile artists who have built up a reputation both
here and abroad. The group is committed to raising
the standard of embroidery. They are known for
their exciting approach and for their ability to impart
knowledge and enthusiasm for all aspects of textiles
both cutting edge and traditional.
For many years Textile Study Group members have
been active at the forefront of embroidery and textile
education. Many members teach in schools or colleges
of further, higher and adult education, while others
are involved with groups in the community. Several
members have successfully published books and
magazine articles and lectured and tutored abroad.
The Textile Study Group has recently been involved
in a number of very exciting projects in partnerships
with museums, where educational programmes
and travelling exhibitions have helped to heighten
awareness of the diversity of textiles.
To sustain the development of their professional
practice every member attends annual Textile Study
Group weekend courses and presents their work for
critical appraisal every five years. The group interaction
during these courses and the critical appraisals provide
both the support and the challenges necessary to
sustain lively, dynamic work. They exhibit textiles in a
variety of venues and galleries.
Most Textile Study Group members are happy to
consider invitations to give talks, tutor workshops
and residential courses, and contribute to educational
projects, both within the United Kingdom and abroad.

www.textilestudygroup.co.uk

The Venue
This year we again hold our Summer School on the beautiful
Farncombe Estate with its central England location, between
Stratford-upon-Avon and Cheltenham. Farncombe is set in 370
acres of spectacular parkland with panoramic views over the
Vale of Evesham. All accommodation is in 4-star rated en suite
bedrooms; the cuisine is outstanding.
To learn more about the Farncombe Estate please visit their
web site, www.farncombecourses.co.uk.

More Details
The summer school begins at 2.00pm on Monday 27th July
2015, and this year ends after afternoon tea on Thursday
30th July.
On Monday the studios will be open from 1.00pm.
All bedrooms must be vacated by 9.30am on the Thursday
morning.

Inside Out,
Upside Down
A residential Summer School
tutored by
Textile Study Group members
Open to everyone

Costs
Course fee, accommodation and full board
£545
Non resident
£445
Non residential students are reminded that the course includes
dinner and workshops in the evenings.
If you are making a long journey, Dinner, Bed and Breakfast for
Sunday night can be arranged at extra cost through the booking
secretary.
The course fee does not include lunch on Monday.
Please download a booking form from textilestudygroup.co.uk
and post to the booking secretary:
Alison King, 2 Laverockbank Terrace,
Edinburgh, EH5 2BJ

venue and dates this year
Farncombe Estate, Broadway
Worcestershire, WR12 7LJ
Monday 27th – Thursday 30th July 2015

Jan Miller
Shelley Rhodes
Mary Sleigh

Other Information
Maps, travel instructions and your course requirements will be sent out
before commencement of the course.
Please note
If you cancel within 7 days of booking a full refund of deposit will be given.
Only if the place is filled will a refund of fees (less deposit) be considered.
Cancellation by 30th April 2015................................................. 75% refund
Cancellation by 31st May 2015................................................... 50% refund
Course fee insurance is highly recommended and is your responsibility.
The Textile Study Group reserves the right to limit the participation in
the course of any student.
In the exceptional circumstances of a tutor being unavailable,
the Textile Study Group reserves the right to replace them with
another Textile Study Group tutor.

SUMMER
SCHOOL

2015

This year the different tutors have
created a fascinating and individual
focus on the land that inspires us all.
Jan Miller will ask how you see the
landscape, inside or outside, using
found objects to link a place with an
idea. Shelley Rhodes moves from one
place to another creatively, looking
at marks and working with preworn
fabrics. Mary Sleigh seeks to change
your point of view, observing the
familiar from a different perspective.
The beautiful surroundings of the
Farncombe Estate will provide you
with great visual inspiration.

In and Out of the Landscape

From One Place to Another

This Way Up

with Jan Miller

with Shelley Rhodes

with Mary Sleigh

The course will conclude with individual discussions to
consider a display inside or outside, and the potential
for further development.

Mapping a journey, movement from one place to
another or simply recording a walk will be the starting
point for this workshop. Collecting objects found en
route, you will be encouraged to find beauty in the
discarded, the simple and the mundane things left
behind. You will be working with a variety of media on
paper and fabric. By working quickly or on the move
your mark making will become more gestural and
energetic. Elements from maps may be included such
as the use of symbols, lettering, creases and folds, even
bits of maps themselves.
You will be working with pre worn fabrics which
may be used inside out or upside down. You will be
considering methods of ‘repairing’ as well as layering,
trapping, encasing and working from both sides.
As the week progresses you will assemble, cut,
rearrange and move elements from one place to
another to create a new whole.

Changing your view point is the essence of this
workshop. We shall start by looking at familiar objects
from a different perspective; examine the wrong
side which can be more interesting than the right
side, open objects that may contain a surprise, a
disappointment, secret or unexpected contents, take
things apart to discover construction techniques or
magnify the microscopic.
Exploring these elements through sampling will
provoke new connections and fresh ways of working.
The emphasis will be on working directly with mixed
media and a range of materials including discarded
and found or recycled materials.
Following on from initial experiments and discussion
you will be encouraged to make some individual
constructed and stitched pieces. These may result in
samples to be developed further or experiments in a
new approach to your work.

Jan Miller has an MA Textile Culture, is a freelance
artist and tutor working in Norwich and a member
of the Costume and Textile Association for Norfolk
Museums. She is an exhibiting Member of the 62
Group. Recent work has included public installations
in a woodland and along a coastline.
textilestudygroup.co.uk/members/jan-miller

Shelley Rhodes works in mixed media, loving the
combination of papers and fabric with print
making, drawing and stitch. She teaches workshops
from her studio and at venues around the country,
always encouraging her students to find their own
individual way of working.
www.shelleyrhodes.co.uk

Mary Sleigh is a freelance artist and tutor having
worked for many years in further education.
Much of the joy in what she creates is in the actual
making process; allowing work to change through
construction. Being resourceful and innovative in
her use of materials is significant to her practice.
textilestudygroup.co.uk/members/mary-sleigh/

A workshop that investigates your point of view of
the landscape. Are you inspired by the panorama, the
detail, the changing light and weather, the memories,
the postcard from the gallery, the holiday snap? Are
you in or out?
Progressive sampling with your chosen materials will
be based on garment construction and conservation
methods. Cloth and papers marked and worn by
repeated manipulation and folding; changing the
two-dimensional to three-dimensional; adding colour
and marks with print and stitch; patching and layering
with fragments to add texture and depth. Borrowed
craft techniques will be explored to hold together nontextile materials. Found objects, whether manmade or
natural, will link a ‘place’ with an ‘idea’.

